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Unit Focus

In this unit, students will be introduced to the genre of fantasy and lighthearted fiction. Students listen to several stories that include variations
on text features of a classic early childhood tale. Students are asked to identify the main character, setting and major events of a story in
order. Using pictures and words, students retell silly stories. Also in this unit, text features of stories are compared using a Venn Diagram. The
unit includes verse and stories that encourage word play and letter/sound manipulation. Students listen for repeated phrases and rhyming
words in fiction texts. To promote phonemic awareness, Kindergartners engage in group nonsense word games and rhyming word activities.
They build word families. Primary instructional materials for this unit include: a variety of gingerbread stories including Gingerbread Man,
Gingerbread Baby, Gingerbread Boy, Gingerbread Girl, Warthogs in the Kitchen, I Wanna Iguana, Yes Day, Memoirs of a Goldfish, Gilbert
Goldfish Wants a Pet, DonÂ’t Be Silly Mrs. Millie, Interrupting Chicken, There was an Old Lady who Swallowed a (several titles), Hungry Thing (3
titles) Gingerbread Man Loose in the School, Gingerbread Girl Goes Animal Crackers.

Stage 1: Desired Results - Key Understandings
Established Goals Transfer

Common Core
English Language Arts: K

Participate in collaborative conversations
with diverse partners about kindergarten
topics and texts with peers and adults in
small and larger groups. CCSS.ELA-
LITERATURE.SL.K.1
Use a combination of drawing, dictating,
and writing to compose opinion pieces in
which they tell a reader the topic or the
name of the book they are writing about

T1 (T1) Teacher Lens: Students will be able to comprehend and engage with a variety of
texts in order to become independent, critical thinkers.
T2 (T20) Student Lens: Active readers think critically about what they read.
T3 (T2) Teacher lens: Students will be able to thoughtfully produce text for a broad range of
audiences, purposes and tasks.
T4 (T21) Student lens: Powerful writers think critically about what they write.
T5

Thematic: Students will be able to see the humor and fantasies in stories.

Meaning
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and state an opinion or preference about
the topic or book (e.g., My favorite book
is...). CCSS.ELA-LITERATURE.W.K.1
With prompting and support, ask and
answer questions about key details in a
text. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.K.1
Ask and answer questions in order to
seek help, get information, or clarify
something that is not understood.
CCSS.ELA-LITERATURE.SL.K.3
Use a combination of drawing, dictating,
and writing to narrate a single event or
several loosely linked events, tell about
the events in the order in which they
occurred, and provide a reaction to what
happened. CCSS.ELA-LITERATURE.W.K.3
With prompting and support, identify
characters, settings, and major events in
a story. CCSS.ELA-LITERATURE.RL.K.3
Recognize common types of texts (e.g.,
storybooks, poems). CCSS.ELA-
LITERATURE.RL.K.5
With prompting and support, describe
the relationship between illustrations
and the story in which they appear (e.g.,
what moment in a story an illustration
depicts). CCSS.ELA-LITERATURE.RL.K.7
With prompting and support, compare
and contrast the adventures and
experiences of characters in familiar
stories. CCSS.ELA-LITERATURE.RL.K.9
With prompting and support, identify
basic similarities in and differences
between two texts on the same topic
(e.g., in illustrations, descriptions, or
procedures). CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.K.9

Understandings Essential Questions

U1 (U100) Effective readers use appropriate
strategies (as needed) to construct meaning
from texts.
U2 (U201) Identifying the genre of a text,
and how the purpose, point of view, and
organizational structure helps readers
analyze and comprehend the text.
U3 (U202) Readers recognize that authors do
not always say things directly or literally;
sometimes they convey their ideas indirectly
(e.g., metaphor, satire, irony, connotation).
U4 (U203) By comparing texts, readers often
gain greater insight into those texts.
U5 (U205) Authors and speakers make
deliberate language, narrative, structure, and
style choices to convey their meaning.
U6

Thematic: Fictional stories are written to
create an imaginary world filled with a range
of emotions.

Q1 (Q201) What are my strategies for
reading this text? How do I know if they are
working? (K-12)
Q2 (Q403) What prior experience am I
bringing to the text? What am I taking away
from it? What am I learning from
conversation with other readers? (K-12)
Q3 (Q112) What do I like and/or dislike about
this story? (K-5) How would I critique this
text? (6-12)
Q4 (Q110) What does this text mean to me?
What connections can I make? (K-12)
Q5 (Q207) What connections/insights can I
gain by comparing two or more texts? (K-12)
Q6 (Q203) What do I notice about the look of
this text (e.g., text features, text structure)?
How does this help me get ready to read? (K-
12)
Q7

Thematic: What do I picture in my head when
I read or write silly stories?  How do I help
others see what I picture?

Acquisition of Knowledge and Skill

Knowledge Skills

S1

Make predictions based on prior knowledge
or new learning

S2

Distinguish fantasy from reality

S3

Draw conclusions based on essential story
elements

© Eduplanet21 2018 Page 11 of 15 Report produced on: Tue, January 02, 2018 at 3:58 PM



S4

Retell a story using narrative elements (i.e.,
main characters, setting, main events)

S5

Identify the characters in a story

S6

Understand the characteristics of fantasy 

S7

Distinguish between fiction and non-fiction
based on characteristics of each text type

S8

Notice and understand why writers use
changes in formatting (e.g., font, size)
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